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English right and threw it into confusion. Hume failed
to follow up his advantage: his border-lances devoted
themselves to plundering the English camp. Meantime
the Scottish artillery, which James thought would decide
the battle, was silenced by the more accurate fire of the
English guns, which were then turned against the densely-
packed phalanxes of spearmen and dismounted knights
in the Scottish centre. The Scots grew impatient, and
rushed forward in a confused mass against the English.
But in hand-to-hand fighting the cumbersome Scottish
spear, eighteen feet long, was far less effective than the
bill with which most of the English were armed. While
the English centre met the full force of the Scottish
onslaught, Stanley kept his men in hand, and charged
.the Scottish centre in flank and rear. Closed in on every
side, the Scots fought with brilliant but useless courage
against English lance, bill, and bow.

" But yet, though thick the shafts as snow,
Though charging knights like whirlwinds go,
Though bill-men ply the ghastly blow,

Unbroken was the ring;
The stubborn spear-men still made good
Their dark impenetrable wood,
Each stepping where his comrade stood

The instant that he fell." l

The nng was broken and utterly destroyed. James IV
himself was killed in the midst of his nobility. There
was hardly a house in Scotland that had not to mourn
the loss of its best and bravest.

This disaster did not end at Flodden;   it brought in

James v, its train another minority, and a fresh outburst of violence

at home.  Queen Margaret, the young king's mother, the

Duke  of Albany,  and Angus  the  Red  Douglas,  all

1 Marmion, Sir Walter Scott.